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Research: Local low carbon infrastructure – WPI Economics 

Purpose of report 

For information. 

Summary  

At previous EEHT meetings, Members have discussed the challenges of infrastructure for 

achieving net zero, such as electric vehicles, the electricity grid and housing retrofit. In 

response, officers have invited WPI Economics to share research commissioned by the LGA 

to establish a business case for the local delivery of low carbon infrastructure. The research 

will contribute to the development of a robust evidence base that strengthens our lobbying 

on climate change and a green economic recovery and, provide rich data to support our offer 

to Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact officer:  Hilary Tanner/Bethany Vella 

Position:   Senior Policy Adviser/Policy Adviser 

Phone no:   02076643039  

Email:    hilary.tanner@local.gov.uk/bethany.vella@local.gov.uk 

      

 

 

 

Recommendation 

That members provide any comments on the work raised in this update. 

Action 

Officers to take forward any member comments. 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
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Research: Local low carbon infrastructure – WPI Economics 

Background 

1. At previous EEHT meetings, Members have discussed the challenges of 

infrastructure for achieving net zero, such as electric vehicles, the electricity grid and 

housing retrofit. In response, officers have invited WPI Economics to share research 

commissioned by the LGA to establish a business case for the local delivery of low 

carbon infrastructure. The research will contribute to the development of a robust 

evidence base that strengthens our lobbying on climate change and a green 

economic recovery. The findings will be used to support our submission to the 

Government’s spending review later in the year.  

 

2. Below provides Members with a summary of the research brief, activities and 

outputs. Steve Hughes, Associate Economist at WPI Economics will present an 

overview of the findings and stakeholder engagement.  

 

Research brief 

3. The LGA has commissioned WPI Economics to produce a robust and credible 

business case that sets out the economic, social and environmental benefits for 

investing in councils to deliver local low carbon infrastructure.  

 

4. Councils share in Government’s ambitions for a ‘green industrial revolution’ and can 

play a significant role in delivering a green recovery from the pandemic. They have a 

range of powers and levers as planners, convenors of local partners and residents, 

problem solvers, asset-owners and significant purchasers. However, councils are not 

recognised by government as essential partners in national strategies and there is 

little numerical data that demonstrates what the benefits of local government are and 

how they can be realised.  

 

5. This research seeks to make the strategic and economic case for government to 

unlock councils’ full potential in order to realise the environmental, social and 

economic benefits of a locally-led green economic recovery.  

 

Activities and Outputs  

6. The research project comprised of a range of activities including stakeholder 

engagement, an audit of the different types of low-carbon infrastructure and, data 

analysis and modelling. The infrastructure projects looked at transport, housing, 

energy and nature. 

7. Key data outputs from these activities will cover a range of economic, social and 

environmental costs and benefits in the relevant units such as: 
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7.1. Estimates for improved environment e.g. reduced carbon emissions  

7.2. Number of jobs and economic output 

7.3. Upfront capital and revenue costs of an infrastructure project 

7.4. Beneficiaries across geography and different groups with consideration of 

inequalities  

7.5. Timeframe of when costs and benefits will be realised with consideration of 

the immediate – short term and medium – long term. 

 

8. Other outputs will include a research report that makes the case for investment in 

local government as central government’s primary delivery partner, useable and 

accessible models and a webinar to share and disseminate the findings. We expect 

the work to be completed in the next couple of weeks. 

 

Biography – Steve Hughes 

9. Steve is an expert in local Government finance and policy. Before working with WPI, 

Steve had been Head of Economic and Social Policy at the think tank Policy 

Exchange and worked at the Bank of England, where he helped manage the 

regulatory system that governs cash distribution in the UK. He has previously worked 

as an economist at the British Chambers of Commerce where he advised on tax, 

international trade and SME finance policy, and in Parliament, where he researched 

HM Treasury and Department for Work and Pensions legislation as it passed through 

the House of Commons.  

 

10. His recent experience includes work on reforming property taxation in the context of 

local government finance reform, an analysis of homelessness services in Newcastle 

and the local economic considerations of implementing a Freeport in South Yorkshire 

(which has a strong focus on net zero). 
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